Improving care for patients dying in the intensive care unit.
It is impossible for ICU clinicians to avoid caring for dying patients and their families. For many, this is an extremely rewarding aspect of their clinical practice. There is ample evidence that there is room to improve the care of patients who are near death in the ICU. Despite the considerable holes in our knowledge about optimal care of dying critically ill patients, there is considerable agreement on the general principles of caring for these patients and about how to measure the outcomes of palliative care in the ICU. Practical approaches to improving the quality of end-of-life care exist and should be implemented.